FORGIVENESS

God of Compassion, in Mercy 436
Befriend Us
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1 God of com-pas - sion, in mer - cy Dbe-friend |us,
2 Though we are lost, you have sought us and found us,
3 How shall we stray, with your hand to di - rect us,
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giv - er of grace for our needs all -a - wvail - ing.
stilled our rude hearts with your word of con - sol - ing.
you who the  stars in their cours - es are guid - ing?
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Wis - dom and strength for each day ev-er send us,
Wrap now your peace, like a man - tle, a-round us,
What  shall we fear with your power to pro - tect us,
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pa - tience un - tir - ing and cour - age un - fail - ing.
guard - ing our thoughts and our pas - sions con - trol - ling.
we who walk  forth in your great - ness con - fid - ing?
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By ending with questions rather than simple affirmations, this text conveys a strong sense of faith in God’s
presence and guidance without ignoring how much of the future remains unknown. The confidence of the
text is well matched by its sturdy 17th-century French tune.

TEXT: John J. Moment, 1933, alt.
MUSIC: Paris Antiphoner, 1681; harm. La Feillée’s Méthode du plain-chant, 1808
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