JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

128  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low - ly, forhis bed a cat-tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing; shep-herds keep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox - en low - ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the babe is Lord of all
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, ti-dings of the gos-pel true.
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Swift are wing-ing an- gels sing -ing, no - els ring-ing, ti-dings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing greet the mor - row:
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Christ the babe is Lord of all!  Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!
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The English text of this 13th- or 14th-century Polish carol does not try to tell a story but to offer verbal
snapshots of the well-known Nativity narrative of Luke 2:6-20. The tune name quotes the opening of the
Polish text and means “He lies in a cradle” or “In manger lying.”

TEXT: Polish carol; trans. Edith M. G. Reed, 1920; rev. 1921 W ZLOBIE LEZY
MUSIC: Polish folk melody; harm. Arthur E. Rusbridge, 1962 8.7.8.7.8.8.7.7
(this tune in a lower key, 410)





